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air above Southampton Water, and initiated minis-
terial colleagues and fellow-members of Parliament
in the thrills of rudimentary aviation. He needed
their support in the battle which he was waging to
obtain provision for its needs, to initiate the Royal
Naval Air Service and defray the cost of its strange
experiments in torpedoing from the air and launch-
ing aircraft from a ship's deck at Torquay. But the
outlay was justified by the results, since the Naval
Review of 1914 saw nearly a hundred aircraft in being,
with the added pride of belonging to the only Ser-
vice in the world that launched torpedoes from the
air or could carry anything as heavy as a machine-
gun in its aircraft. Mr. Churchill was a helpful and
enthusiastic parent of air warfare, even enriching its
incipient vocabulary with the terms " seaplane " and
" flight."

His large expenditure of public money on naval
objects emphasized his separation from the left wing
of his party, the Navy Estimates for 1914 occasioning
acute divisions in the Cabinet adjusted by Asquith's
genius for management and eliciting from Lloyd
George an unkind allusion to Lord Randolph Chur-
chill's resignation in the cause of economy. But the
First Lord got his way and rewarded fellow-Liberals
by a spirited participation in the Irish controversy.
The impending passage of a Home Rule Bill alarmed
Ulster into the first stages of armed resistance.
Orange eloquence had been replaced by drill and
even gun-running; and while the Army hesitated on
the verge of intervening in a conflict awkward for
so many British consciences, Admkalty dispositions